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This briefing note has been prepared by the West Country Labour and Cooperative Farming, Fisheries and Food (3F) group, to inform the work of Local Government Committees (LGCs), the Regional Executive Committee (REC) and Shadow Ministerial team. Our work complements that of other party policy structures and affiliated organisations. Each of our ‘work packages’ is led by a subject matter expert and includes qualified and experienced practitioners. 




One fifth of land in Wales and just under one tenth of land in England is covered by The Countryside & Rights of Way Act (CROW), passed by a Labour government. Campaigners for Right to Roam claim that this act does not go far enough, and propose a right of access akin to Scotland’s Land Reform Act 2003 along the lines of the ancient rights which are a commonly recognised right in Nordic countries.
Landowners and managers are concerned and have campaigned against ‘right to roam’ proposals, expressing justifiable concerns ranging across issues of: biosecurity; rural crime; livestock worrying; damage to fragile ecosystems; pollution; fly tipping, litter and other irresponsible behaviour.
What you need to know
Proponents of Right to Roam argue that opening up access to green spaces is a way to improve people’s health and wellbeing whilst building environmental awareness through contact with nature. There is also a strong reparations and class dimension to the Right to Roam campaign driven by the documented poor access of BPOC and deprived communities to green spaces and nature and the fact that over half of the land in England is owned by less than one per cent of the population.
There is a perception in rural areas that Labour is an urban party, with insufficient understanding of rural matters. The issue of public access is, therefore, contentious and can be used as a ‘wedge issue’ by our political opponents. 
Whilst improving people’s access to the countryside and nature is a laudable aim, addressing this requires consideration of other reasons why people don’t engage including lack of time and resources (eg clothing, transport) as well as hesitancy and nervousness about going into an unfamiliar environment. Increasing funding and providing opportunities for community engagement with nature and farming could address some of these barriers . Building community between farmers and non-farmers, rather than pitting these groups against each other in a culture war, would yield better results than extending CROW which is likely to only benefit a minority of people and do little to improve connection with nature for the population more widely.
Policy implications
· England: Develop and properly resource a vision for community engagement on farm as a public good through ELMs including creating direct links between public sector entities such as schools and individual farms. Support urban community engagement through resourcing community gardens, a garden in each school, forest schools.   Reform planning regulations giving communities the right to take over sites that have been abandoned or left as “meanwhile” sites for planning gain (along the lines of the Scottish right for communities to buy vacant and unused land without the landowners permission)
· Regional and county. Regional authorities to work together to provide more allotment and growing spaces on a region wide basis and support a community engagement programme on their county farms as a beacon for what good engagement looks like.
· District, town and parish. Bring farmers together with their local community through events and activities to cultivate a partnership approach to improving connection, knowledge and understanding of farming and nature and improve the quality of urban green spaces.

Useful resources, references and point of contact
· https://www.cla.org.uk/news/in-focus-what-the-law-says-about-public-access-and-why-the-term-right-to-roam-is-incorrect/
· https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-66341778 
· https://www.gov.scot/policies/land-reform/community-right-to-buy-abandoned-neglected-or-detrimental-land/
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